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Chapter One

T he air was crisp on this early December morning as Jillian prepared to head downtown. This is my favorite time of year, she thought, 
taking a second to pause over her coPee, looking out at the lake. They had moved to one of the three cottages that were part of 

the Loe Iakes Ann property. z co-y two’bedroom one bath with a large living area, so they could easily create room for small oHce space 
along with the table and sitting area.

JasonOs LA business was growing, with people in town and the outlying areas asking for help on everything from lost pets to gathering 
research for several attorneys in the surrounding areas.

Jillian was loving her classes at the community college and had picked up part’time bookkeeping work from several of the local 
merchants. This allowed her to support herself while devoting more time to her classes since it wasnOt as hectic as running Dr. BowardOs 
medical practice back in Wleander Meach.

Sashing her cup and plate from breakfast, she Cnished tidying up, thinking of the only hard thing about moving to Loe Iakes, the 
tearful goodbye she had with zlison. They had promised to visit each other at least once a year, and her weekly phone check’in had now 
shifted from a call with Jason to one with her best friend and former roommate.

Salking down 8ain 0treet had become one of her favorite activities since they settled in. The weekend after Thanksgiving, the whole 
town decorated for jhristmas, and the street looked like a winter wonderland of twinkling lights, door wreaths, and garland wrapped 
around lampposts. The only thing missing was snow, but as long as the weather was a bit cooler, that was okay with her. The jhristmases 
celebrated with temperatures in the qxs seemed a bit ridiculous. 0he liked it at least cool enough to enRoy some hot cocoa and maybe a 
Creplace.

8arvOs Bardware store had a lovely storefront display featuring holiday gifts, from co-y socks and slippers to aprons, candles, and 
cast’iron skillets, interspersed among the tools, smokers, and outdoor e“uipment. The childrenOs display featured popular wish’list items 
like a jher doll, 0tretch zrmstrong, and walkie’talkies that resembled 0tar Trek communicators. 0he had learned “uickly that both the 
hardware store and 8yronOs 8arket neYt door had more oPerings than their names suggested. 0he waved at 8arv through the window 
as she walked by and headed into the bank to deposit a check.

”ussell Bammond stormed out of John zdlerOs oHce, his face beet red as he yelled behind him. 1Eou wonOt get away with this, John. 
There is nothing wrong with my loan payments or property values. AOve seen this type of shady business from you before, and AOm not 
going to stand for it. EouOll be hearing from my lawyer.N The door swung shut behind him, leaving an uneasy silence behind.
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John zdler, the owner of the small bank, appeared in the doorway, greeting Jillian and the others waiting to be helped, apologi-ing for 
the disruption, keeping his calm demeanor, even when things got heated.

Be nodded at Jillian. 1*ice to see you, 8iss Jenson.N
1Eou too,N she said as she moved forward to give zlice Mrennan, the teller, her deposit slip.
1Kood morning, Jillian,N zlice said, smiling brightly. 1Sill A see you at the town council meeting tonightéN
0he whispered, bowing her head slightly so as not to be overheard. 1AtOs gonna be “uite the spectacle. z lot of people are up in arms 

about that proposed fast’food restaurant wanting to come into town. Iocals havenOt taken too kindly to things like that, ya know.N
Jillian nodded back. 1AOll be there.N 0he tucked her deposit slip into her purse and moved out of the way so someone else could take her 

place.

444

The free-er held a few casseroles leftover from the outpouring of care from the jamellias and jasseroles joalition after Jillian escaped 
from ?lliot and ?arl 8c:en-ie, who had kidnapped her from Wleander Meach back in June. znticipating the town meeting, she had 
defrosted a chicken’and’rice casserole and planned to saut3 some spinach to go with it. 8aisie arrived a few minutes before F69x as the 
casserole was heating.

Jillian greeted her with a hug. 1Jason called. BeOll be a few minutes late. Sould you like a glass of sweet teaéN
10ounds great,N 8aisie said as she hung her purse and lightweight sweater on the rack Rust inside the front door.
Wver glasses of tea, they made plans for baking jhristmas cookies for the gala and as gifts for friends in the community. The casserole 

was bubbling nicely, leaving only the spinach to Cnish when Jason arrived.
Jillian re2ected on how happy she felt that Jason and 8aisie were growing closer, and she looked forward to this jhristmas in a way 

she hadnOt in years.
zfter supper, they walked together down to the town meeting. 8eetings and other large gatherings were held in Vellowship Ball, the 

Crst meeting house built when Loe Iakes was founded. The hallOs architecture was reminiscent of *ew ?ngland meeting houses, probably 
inspired by the townOs founding families, who had moved down from Lhiladelphia in GqU;. At was large enough to Ct everyone in town, 
plus a few, but depending on the topics, you never knew how full the meetings would be.

TonightOs meeting was set to be a powder keg over the fast’food discussions.
Jason opened the door for Jillian and 8aisie to enter. The crowd was already forming, people placing notebooks or purses down to 

save their spot before heading to the long table along the wall near the front doors, Clled with coPee, sweet tea, cookies, and other treats, 
including 8abel BarrisonOs famous divinity candy.

z large jhristmas tree twinkled beside the table, white lights and silver balls decorating it. This yearOs theme was blue, silver, and white, 
with silver garland wrapped around the branches, intertwined with the tiny white twinkling lights, and blue glass orbs. zmid the other 
decorations, small wooden candle’shaped ornaments hung, each with a small scroll rolled into an attached holder. ?ach scroll contained 
a description of someone who needed a little eYtra help this holiday season. Vrom seniors who are homebound or in a nursing facility to 
children wanting a toy, and from students from the nearby university who couldnOt make it home for winter break and needed a place to 
stay and a family to Roin for a holiday meal, the jamellias would make sure all re“uests were Clled.

Salking into the space was like entering a large auditorium or a church. Volding chairs lined either side of the center aisle, with an outer 
aisle as well. zt the front, a raised platform held a long table with Cve chairs behind it. 8icrophones sat at each position for the mayor and 
four council members. An front of the tables stood a podium with a microphone, where people from the town could address the meeting.

7



z Q?”E 8?””E 8—”D?”

0heriP 0onny 8artin arrived alongside 8ayor Bugh Shitmore. The four council members Cled in6 Derek Lritchard, who owned the 
8ain 0treet DinerI Jack Larsons, owner of LarsonsO SoodshopI 8argaret Silliams, the county coroner who was married to the townOs 
family doctorI and the youngest, Thomas Saverly, who had Rust been elected last year and worked at his familyOs insurance agency.

John zdler and a man Jillian didnOt recogni-e arrived and sat at the far end of the Crst row. Mehind them, ”ussell Bammond sat with 
his wife, Metty, their faces grim. zcross the aisle, Iouise and her husband, Lreston, settled in, with jat saving seats for Jillian, Jason, and 
8aisie. 0everal other business owners and employees Clled in the rows’’8arv from the hardware store, Julia from the diner, the owner of 
the Ia-y Beron, and at least two do-en other familiar faces.

The mayor stepped to the microphone and addressed the group. 1?veryone, please Cnd a seat. Se will begin the meeting in Cve 
minutes.N

zs the 8ayor and council, including the sheriP who sat to the side, settled into their seats behind the tables, the audience Clled in. The 
chairs were almost full, and four sheriPOs deputies stood strategically around the perimeter to make sure nothing got out of hand.

1Selcome to the meeting of the Loe Iakes town council on this Tuesday, December Jth, G;JU, at U69x p.m.N The mayor adRusted his 
reading glasses. 1This meeting is simply to start a discussion about the re“uest of Murger Monan-a to open a location in town. zs you 
know, we do not currently have any national chains here, and some people have already raised concerns about possibly losing some of our 
local charm if this passes, while others have eYpressed support for the proRect.N

Be paused, looking around the room. 1*o votes will be cast this evening. Se will hold a civil discussion, giving everyone a chance to 
listen, make their own decisions, and we will meet again on January Fth to take a vote.N

The mayor continued. 1Tonight, weOre going to start with John zdler, who is a proponent for this proposal.N Be nodded at zdler, who 
stood up and addressed the meeting. The podium sat to the side in such a way that you could address the committee without completely 
turning your back on the audience.

1Thank you to the mayor and council for giving me this opportunity.N zdlerOs voice was smooth, practiced. Be turned to the audience. 
1znd thank you for attending the meeting.N Be nodded to the man in the seat neYt to his, who rose alongside him.

1Iadies and gentlemen, AOd like to introduce you to 8artin Vletcher, who is a vice president in charge of eYpansion for Murger Monan-a. 
Bis company is eYpanding across the —nited 0tates, with over three hundred locations, and is seeing eYplosive growth. zt each location, 
an average of twenty’Cve Robs and opportunities have been created, and tourist oPerings have increased. This is a chance for progress to 
come to Loe Iakes.N

Be gave a few more highlights about taY revenue and economic development, then closed with, 1Se have prepared a full Cnancial 
document to show beneCts from this addition, which will be available for review at the bank and the library.N

8artin Vletcher smiled at everyone, his teeth too white, his suit too eYpensive for a local town meeting. 1Thank you for your 
consideration. Murger Monan-a prides itself on being part of communities, not Rust doing business in them.N

They both sat back down, and Jillian noticed several people eYchanging skeptical glances.
jouncilman Jack Larsons then addressed the meeting, not bothering to hide his irritation. 1A, for one, am very against this eYpansion. 

Loe Iakes is a town of uni“ue character, Clled with small businesses that work together for the good of the town. The “uality of fast 
food is lacking all around. *ot one of these hamburgers comes close to what our 8ain 0treet diner serves, or the Ia-y Beron, or 8ikeOs 
Mar’M’Kue. 8ikeOs not only has the best barbecue around, but he also has great burgers, and A doubt this chain will be any faster than any 
of ours.N

8argaret Silliams spoke neYt. 1AOm concerned about what this means for our townOs identity, and the types of changes we will need 
to make to our -oning rules. 0ince our founding families originally envisioned Loe Iakes as a place for local merchants and townspeople, 
we have worked to preserve that image. Do we really want to start looking like every other town on the highwayéN

0everal other people spoke, most against the idea. z woman stepped out of the crowd, surprising everyone by speaking in favor. 1A run 
a truck stop. A know what truckers want L fast, consistent, and open late. Murger Monan-a would bring business to the whole area, not 
take it away. A know you think AOd see them as competition, but A wonOt. znd the fact that the properties they are looking at are out on 
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the county road near the big festival grounds and not anywhere near downtown doesnOt feel like it would aPect the uni“ue aspects of the 
town.N

18ake sure youOre not thinking of my property,N ”ussell Bammond yelled. 1A told you youOre not getting away with trying to foreclose 
on me.N

Thomas Saverly worked to calm the growing tensions in the room. 1Lerhaps we could discuss -oning restrictionsé Says to preserve 
8ain 0treet while allowing development on the highwayéN

Derek Lritchard cut him oP. 1Se donOt need their kind here. zdlerOs only pushing this because heOll proCt from the deal. ThatOs what 
this is really about.N

zdler stood up, his calm Cnally cracking a bit. 1ThatOs slander, Derek. AOm thinking about this townOs future, not my pocket.N
1zre youéN Lritchard shot back. 1Mecause from where AOm sitting, everything you do is about your pocket. Bow many loans have you 

called this year, or demanded eYtra payments oné Bow many families have you s“uee-edéN
The mayor banged his gavel. 1Kentlemen, please. IetOs keep this civil.N
Mut the damage was done. The meeting dissolved into smaller arguments, clusters of people debating hotly while the council tried to 

restore order.
The mayor Cnally ended the meeting, reminding everyone that on Vriday night, the Jingle and Jubilee Kala would kick oP the 

downtown holiday festival. 1AOll see everyone Vriday night,N he said and banged his gavel. 18eeting adRourned.N
”ising to leave, Jillian looked around for Iouise, but didnOt see her. 0he asked 8aisie, 1Bave you seen Iouiseé A thought maybe she 

and Lreston would walk back with us.N
10he and jat are going over some things for the gift drive, so theyOll be longer. LrestonOs near the tree. BeOll probably walk with us.N
Lreston Roined Jillian, Jason, and 8aisie as they walked back together, enRoying the slight chill in the air. 1Se should have glorious 

weather for the Kala on Vriday,N 8aisie said. 1jlear and in the high siYties. Lerfect sweater weather but not too cold.N
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Chapter Two

W ednesday and Thursday passed quickly for Jillian as she sat for her semester accounting ,nalsw Fhich she ,nished on .riday 
morningA bs she made a pot of chili for supper Gefore the Calaw she smiled at feeling the success of completing the semester and 

looked forFard to their ,rst Phristmas in Loe MakesA
-aisie knockedw then enteredw Gringing a delicious“smelling cornGread to complement the chiliw and hugged Jillian after setting it doFnA
SJason had a meeting Fith Honny doFn at the stationA ’e”ll Ge Gack shortlyw and Fe”ll eatwI Jillian saidA SO”m really looking forFard to 

my ,rst galaAI
Svhw you”re going to loje itwI -aisie saidA SOt”s alFays fun and quite entertainingw plus O Eust loje the chance to haje a funnel cake from 

'ddie Latterson”s GoothA .ried dough Fith poFdered sugar alFays puts a smile on my faceAI
S---w that does sound goodwI Jillian agreedA
bfter ,lling up on chili and cornGread Fith sFeet cream Gutterw the three Falked doFn to the parkA
The Gandshell Fas at the other end of the park from the inn and its cottagesw across from the sheriDxs department and Gankw and Gehind 

-arjxs ’ardFareA White lights and garland Found around each of the pillarsw and cast“iron nutcrackers stood like sentries on either side 
of the stageA

b ?J Gooth sat in one cornerw leajing plenty of room for the mayor to serje as -aster of Peremonies and the elementary school 
children”s choir to kick oD the galaA

On front of the Gand shellw the Fooden deck Fhere people usually set up folding chairs for concerts had Geen cojered Fith smooth Food 
squares that clicked together to form a dance YoorA

Pat and Mouise greeted them as they approachedA SWoFw this Yoor is neatwI Jillian saidA SO”je nejer seen anything like itA .igured if Fe 
Fere going to dance on the Fooden deckw Fe”d haje to Fatch that our heels didn”t get stuck GetFeen the GoardsA vne of the reasons O Fore 
coFGoy Goots Fith my Eean skirtAI

Pat smiled GroadlyA Sbjoiding heels is alFays Gest in the parkw Gut my dad made this ojerlay so that Fe can easily dance the night aFayA”
Mouise noddedA SJack Larsons is a master FoodForker Fho is the last in a long line of FoodForkersAI
S’is shop is the one ne5t to your laundromatw isn”t itRI Jillian askedA
Pat noddedw laughingA SNesw that”s his shopw Gut the real FoodForking shop is out at the houseA ’e keeps the one in toFn to stay in 

touch Fith friends and sells a feF custom pieces thereA ’e did a Geautiful set of Phristmas ornaments this yearw carjed and painted for 
each of the TFelje ?ays of PhristmasAI
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bfter the -ayor greeted the croFd and the choir Gelted out a cute rendition of Sbll O Want for Phristmas Os -y TFo .ront TeethwI 
the ?J got ejeryone out on the dance Yoor Fith SThe ’ustleAI Pat and Mouise graGGed Jillian”s armw pulling her onto the Yoor as they all 
Eoined in on the popular line danceA

The ?ecemGer ejening Fas perfect 3 temperatures in the mid“si5tiesw a slight Gree0e carrying the aromas of funnel cakes and popcornA 
Phristmas lights tFinkled ejeryFherew and the mood Fas festije despite the lingering tension from Tuesday”s meetingA

bfterFardw they gathered on the sidew Fatching the couplesA SMooks like -aisie”s dance card is full for the nightwI Pat smiledA SO loje 
seeing her happyAI

Jillian nodded in agreementA SOt makes me happy that Jason has found someone to care forw and -aisie is fantasticA O think they are 
perfect togetherAI

Pat got a faraFay look in her eyeA SO do miss dancing the night aFay Fith JoeAI Hhe smiled a sad smileA
Jillian looked doFnA SO”m sorryA O forgot that you are also a FidoFAI
Pat noddedA SOt”s okayA -y Joe and -aisie”s husGand Fere Gest friendsA They died in a Goating accident Fhile out ,shing sejeral years 

agoA O miss himAI
They Fere interrupted Gy a Foman Fho appeared to Ge in her late tFenties or early thirtiesA S’iw PatAI Hhe nodded to JillianA SNou 

must Ge JillianA We hajen”t metw Gut of coursew ejeryone knoFs aGout you and that ordeal from ojer the summerA Welcome to toFnAI
Jillian noddedA SO saF you at the toFn meetingAI
SNou can call me Hugar 1ritcheswI the Foman continuedA SO run Mandry”s truck stop ojer on "6VA vpen tFenty“four hours a dayw ejery 

day of the yearw if you ejer ,nd yourself needing a restaurant on a holidayAI
Jillian smiledA SThank youA O”ll stop in sometimeAI
The song endedA Svhw that”s my cue to head oD the ?JwI Hugar 1ritches saidA SO Fant to hear PonjoyAI bnd she headed for the stageA
Sbs though anyone can dance to PonjoywI Mouise shook her headw laughingA
Jillian cocked an eyeGroFA SHugar 1ritchesRI
SOt”s her P1 handlew and she Eust adopted it as her full nameA vf coursew as the truck stop oFner 3 her family has oFned that truck 

stop since the thirties 3 she had a P1 radio from the time she Fas a childA With P1 culture Geing all the ragew she is really in her elementAI
SPertainlyw Hugar 1ritches Fasn”t her handle Fhen she Fas a childRI
SLroGaGly notw Gut no one rememGers Fhat it FasA Hince it Fas only truckers Fith P1 radios Gack thenw none of us Fere aFareAI
bfter he played SPonjoyI to satisfy Hugar 1ritchesw the ?J said in a loFw quiet joicew like a smooth“Ea00 ?JA SMet”s sloF it doFnw folksA 

CraG your sFeetheart and take a spin to Cary Wrightxs U ?ream WeajerAI
Jason and -aisie took adjantage of the sloF danceA Patw Mouisew and Jillian headed oD to ,nd funnel cakesA
The three Fomen stood in line at 'ddie Latterson”s Goothw chatting aGout Phristmas plansw Fhen Jillian noticed mojement to the side 

of the Gooth under one of the oaks that Fasn”t ,lled Fith partiersA TFo ,gures stood close togetherw their postures tenseA 'jen from a 
distancew she thought she identi,ed John bdlerA

S’eywI she Fhisperedw touching Pat”s armA SOsn”t that John bdlerRI
Pat folloFed her ga0eA SHurew looks like itA Who”s he talking toRI
bs they Fatchedw the other ,gure stepped slightly into the light cast Gy the Phristmas decorationsA Ot Fas -artin .letcherw the 1urger 

1onan0a representatijeA
SPan you hear Fhat they”re sayingRI Mouise FhisperedA
The three Fomen edged closerw pretending to e5amine the craft Gooth parked ne5t to 'ddie”sA
S““told you it Fould Ge handledwI bdler”s joice carried across the small distanceA ’e sounded angryw Fhich Fas unusual for the calm 

demeanor he typically displayed in puGlicA SNou need to Ge patientAI
SLatientRI .letcher”s response Fas sharpA SWe”je Geen patientA The deal Fas supposed to close in vctoGerA Ot”s ?ecemGerw JohnA -y 

Gosses are asking questions O can”t ansFerAI
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SThe council jote isn”t until JanuaryA bfter Tuesday”s meetingw you saF hoF people feelA We can”t rush thisAI
SWe”je already spent ,fty thousand on surjeys and plansA Of this falls through““I
SOt Fon”t fall throughAI bdler”s joice dropped loFerw and the Fomen had to strain to hearA SO haje lejerageA .oreclosing on the 

’ammond farm to secure your location Fill help motijate the right people to moje us forFardAI
SO don”t care aGout your local dramaA O care aGout resultsA Of you can”t delijer““I
Sbre you threatening meRI bdler”s joice had gone coldA
SO”m reminding you that contracts go Goth FaysA Nou”je already taken tFenty thousand as a ,nder”s feeA Of this deal collapsesw Fe”ll 

e5pect that money returnedA With interestAI
There Fas a long pauseA When bdler spoke againw his usual calm had ejaporated entirelyA SNou”ll get your restaurantA 1ut don”t threaten 

me againw -artinA Nou haje no idea Fhat O”m capaGle ofAI
SBeither do youwI .letcher said and Falked aFayw disappearing into the croFd near the dance YoorA
bdler stood there for a momentw his shoulders rigidw Gefore pulling out a cigarette and lighting it Fith shaking handsA
The three Fomen e5changed glancesA
S?id he Eust say““I Pat startedA
STFenty thousand dollarswI Jillian ,nishedA She”s already taken money from 1urger 1onan0aAI
Sbnd he”s using zussell ’ammond”s farm proGlems as lejerageAI Mouise”s e5pression Fas trouGledA SThat”sAAA that”s Eust FrongAI
SHhould Fe tell someoneRI Pat askedA
STell them FhatRI Jillian said sloFlyA SWe ojerheard a prijate conjersationA bnd O”m not sure anything they said Fas illegalw EustAAA 

unethicalAI
SJason should knoFwI Mouise said ,rmlyA Sbnd proGaGly HheriD HonnyAI
1ut Gefore they could discuss it furtherw the ?J called ejeryone Gack to the dance Yoor for SLlay That .unky -usicwI and the moment 

Fas lost in the surge of the croFdA
They ,nally got their funnel cakes and reEoined Jason and -aisieA Jillian pulled Jason aside and quietly told him Fhat they”d heardA
’is e5pression darkenedA STFenty thousandA That”s Fhy he”s pushing so hard for this dealAI
Llusw if he forecloses on zussell”s propertyw he”ll Gene,t from the salew Jillian saidA SHhould you tell HonnyRI
SO FillA Nou Fere rightw Fe can”t Ge sure it”s illegalw Gut it”s information Forth consideringAI
The gala continuedw the mood festije despite the undercurrents of tensionA Jillian noticed ?erek Lritchard talking intensely Fith sejeral 

other Gusiness oFnersw their e5pressions seriousA Hhe saF zussell ’ammond standing alone near the edge of the croFdw his Fife Geside 
himw Goth looking miseraGleA

bround nine“thirtyw as the ?J played ’all 7 vates SHara HmilewI Jillian Fent to throF aFay her napkinA Hhe passed Gy the Gand shell 
and heard raised joices againA

This timew it Fas ?erek Lritchard and John bdlerA
S““ruining this toFnw JohnKI Lritchard”s joice Fas loud enough that sejeral people turned to lookA
SO”m trying to Gring progress““I
SLrogressR Nou”re trying to line your pocketsK Nou don”t care aGout Loe MakesQ you nejer hajeA 'jerything is aGout the ne5t deal for 

youw the ne5t pro,tAI
SThat”s rich coming from youw ?erekA ’oF”s Gusiness at the dinerR Htill struggling to make your loan paymentsRI
Lritchard”s face Fent purpleA SNou knoF damn Fell Fhy O”m strugglingA Nou had my property appraised tFice in si5 monthsw each time 

loFer than the lastK Then you demanded e5tra payment to meet your loan ratiosI
S-arket rates changeA Of you can”t keep up““I
S.orget market ratesK Nou targeted me Gecause O opposed your 0oning jariance last yearA This is personalw and ejeryone knoFs itAI
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bdler smiledw and it Fasn”t kindA SOf you can”t aDord to do Gusinessw mayGe you should sellA O knoF some people Fho”d Ge interested 
in that -ain Htreet locationAI

.or a momentw Jillian thought Lritchard might actually hit himA The councilman”s ,sts clenchedw his Fhole Gody shaking Fith rageA
Then HheriD Honny Fas therew his hand on Lritchard”s shoulderA SMet”s take a Falkw ?erekAI
Lritchard let himself Ge led aFayw Gut not Gefore shooting one last look at bdlerA SNou”ll get Fhat”s coming to youw JohnA O promise you 

thatAI
Jillian Fatched bdler smooth his tie and Falk aFay as if nothing had happenedA
The rest of the gala passed Fithout incidentA The ?J played through his ,nal set““'lton John 7 Hiki ?eexs S?on”t Co 1reaking -y 

’eartwI 1ostonxs S-ore Than a .eelingwI Iueenxs SHomeGody to MojeI““ and at ten“,fteenw -ayor Whitmore thanked ejeryone for 
comingA

bs the gala Found doFnw Jasonw Jillianw and -aisie Eoined Pat and Mouise on the cleanup creFA vld zaymond Hummersw Fho had 
maintained the park and lijed in Loe Makes his Fhole lifew directed them to the trash drop“oD locationsA

S1een doing this since O Fas a GoywI zaymond saidw his Feathered face creasing into a smileA S-y daddy kept this park Gefore mew and 
his daddy Gefore himA The Hummers family has alFays taken care of the green spaces in Loe MakesAI

bs Jillian emptied one of the smaller Faste Gaskets ,lled Fith paper cups and discarded Frappersw she stepped GackFard into a small 
hole and trippedw catching herself on the edge of the GandshellA

bs she got upw Grushing oD her handsw she noticed something sticking out from the side of the Gandshell Gehind the Guilding housing 
the restrooms and shoFers for this part of the parkw Fhich Fas also used for costume changes during performances at the GandshellA The 
?J had already cleared his equipment outw and the stage sat empty other than the lights and Phristmas decorationsA

bs she approached the itemw the garGage Gag still in handw she reali0ed it Fas a footA bnd it Fas connected to John bdler”s GodyA
Jillian”s scream pierced the airw and Jason Fas immediately Gy her sideA SWhat”s FrongR bre you okayRI
Hhe shook her headw pointing at the Godyw unaGle to speakA
Jason pulled Jillian Gack aFay from the Gody and yelled to HheriD Honny -artinw Fho Fas talking Fith a deputy on the other side of 

the dance YoorA
vne of the nutcrackers lay ne5t to the Godyw cojered in Gloodw and the Found on bdler”s head made the cause of death apparentA
SHecure this scenewI Honny directed the deputyw calling into his radioA SJuniorw get ojer hereA bnd call ?oc WilliamsAI
’e turned to Jillianw his joice gentleA STell me Fhat happenedAI
bfter recounting Fhat she saF and hoF she found the Godyw Jason Falked Jillian and -aisie Gack to the caGinw then returned to the 

park to help Fith the injestigationA
b small croFd Fas gathered at the .erry Manding in front of the innw Faiting to ride to the east side of the lakew Fhere .airmont ’allw 

an upscale restaurant and guest house that had Geen a former plantation homew stood alongside sejeral turn“of“the“century housesA
bfter a cup of chamomile tea and an hour of tossing and turningw Jillian ,nally fell asleepA
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Chapter Three

J ust a few minutes after seven, the next morning, Jillian awoke with a start after dnping a shoe in her pream anp, uyon trcing to yizk 
it uy, realibing it was attazhep to a leg anp a peap .opcS Nhe arose anp yluggep in the yerzolatorS Totizing that no light zreyt arounp 

the zurtains the wac it usuallc pip at this time of morning, she oyenep the .linps over the kitzhen sink winpow that fazep the lakeS
’hizk fog hap rollep in overnight, .lanketing the town in a park pamyness that stavep o“ the morning lightS Nhe zoulpnWt see more 

than a foot from her winpow, muzh less the lake or ancthing .econpS
’he limitep visi.ilitc woulp pednitelc make anc searzh for zlues more pi?zult, anp she wonperep how Jason anp Nheri“ Nonnc woulp 

yrozeep this morningS
Nhe hearp the poor to JasonWs room oyen, anp he walkep into the kitzhen, yulling a mug out of the za.inetS
”Uhat pip cou anp Nonnc dnp last nightCI Nhe turnep, askingS
”’he zoroner zondrmep that the nutzrazker that cou saw next to the .opc, was the murper weayon anp peterminep .lunt forze trauma 

to the heap as the zause of peathS "nfortunatelc, it hap .een wiyep zlean so there were no yrintsS "nper the .opc, we founp a Phristmas 
zarp with a pezoratep tree anp proys of .loopS -t wasnWt signep with a name, .ut the worps couWll never get awac with this Y were yrintep 
insipeS Rlus, there was a kec to a motel roomHHroom elevenS ’he peyuties are trazking that pownSI

Jason zontinuep, ”his wallet anp .riefzase were also missing, making ro..erc a yotential motiveSI
”Bou anp Nonnc work well togetherSI Jillian smilep, youring a zuy of her morning elixir, .lazk anp strongS
Jason noppepS ”Bour zase .rought us to unperstanp we zan work together, anp he trusts - wonWt .low his zase or evipenzeSI
”UhatWs nextCI
”Aussell 9ammonp is the o.vious susyeztS 9e hap motive, means, anp oyyortunitcS Tot to mention the yu.liz threatsS MutSSSI Jason 

trailep o“, frowningS
”MutCI
”Nomething feels o“S -f cou were going to kill someone, woulp cou threaten them yu.lizlc multiyle times drstC Uoulp cou po it at a 

yu.liz event where couWp .e notizepC Enp Aussell left the gala earlcSI
”Uhere was heCI
”9e sacs he was home, working in his .arnS To witnessesSI Jason ru..ep his faze tireplcS ”Mut his wife .azks him uyS Nacs late nights 

arenWt for them sinze thec have to .e uy earlc for farm zhoresSI
”Nyouses lie for eazh otherSI
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”- knowS Mut Mettc 9ammonp poesnWt strike me as the lcing tcyeSI
Jillian siyyep her zo“ee, thinkingS ”Uhat a.out qerek RritzharpC - saw him arguing with Epler at the galaS 9e was furiousSI
”No was half the town, ayyarentlc,I Jason saipS ”’hatWs the yro.lemS John Epler mape a lot of enemiesSI
”’ell me a.out the zarpS BouWll never get awac with this,I Jillian saipS ”—et awac with whatCI
”’hatWs what Nonnc wants to knowS -t zoulp refer to the restaurant peal, to forezlosures he has .een threatening, to anc num.er of 

things Epler was involvep inSI
’hec sat in silenze for a moment, prinking their zo“ee as the fog yressep against the winpowsS
”Nonnc askep me to leap the sezonp interviews with yeoyle topac,I Jason saip dnallcS ”Uant to zome with meC BouWre goop at notizing 

thingsSI
”- shoulp yro.a.lc stupcHHI
”Bour dnals are poneS Pome onS -t will .e interestingSI
Jillian smilep pesyite herselfS ”ElrightS Uho drstCI
”Ratrizia EplerS - want to know more a.out that .riefzase anp walletSI

;;;

’he Epler house was a twoHstorc zolonial on the epge of town, set .azk from the roap with a long privewac anp manizurep lawnsS Gven 
with the fog, cou zoulp tell it was an exyensive yroyertcS

Ratrizia Epler answerep the poor in a .lazk press, her eces rep from zrcingS Nhe was in her earlc forties, wellHpressep, with the kinp of 
yolish that zame from monec anp zareful maintenanzeS

”DrS Jenson,I she saip 'uietlcS ”Nheri“ Dartin saip cou might zome .cS Rlease zome inSI
’he house was exaztlc what Jillian exyeztep 1 exyensive furniture, tasteful art, evercthing zoorpinatep anp zolpS -t pipnWt feel like a 

home0 it felt like a showylazeS
Ratrizia lep them to a formal sitting room anp o“erep zo“ee, whizh thec pezlinepS
”-Wm so sorrc for cour loss, DrsS Epler,I Jason .eganS ”- know this is a pi?zult timeSI
”’hank couSI Nhe pa..ep at her eces with a tissueS ”- still zanWt .elieve itS Uho woulp po suzh a thingCI
”’hatWs what weWre trcing to dnp outS - unperstanp cour hus.anpWs .riefzase is missingCI
”BesS John alwacs zarriep it 1 a .rown leather .riefzase with his initials on itS J9ES -t was a gift from his father when he oyenep the 

.ankSI
YUhat woulp have .een in it last nightCY
Ratrizia hesitatepS Y-Vm not entirelc sureSI ”Es - tolp the sheri“, John pipnVt alwacs share his .usiness pealings with meS Mut he mentionep 

he hap loan pozuments to reviewS Enp there might have .een yayers relatep to the Murger Monanba pealSY Nhe yausepS Y9is wallet is missing, 
tooS John alwacs keyt at least dve hunprep pollars in zash on himSY

”qip cour hus.anp have anc enemiesC Encone who threatenep him rezentlcCI
”Mesipes Aussell 9ammonpCI RatriziaWs voize was .itterS ”’hat man threatenep John twize in yu.lizS Enp qerek Rritzharp woulp have 

likep to see John peapS John pemanpep extra yacment towarps his loan or he was zalling the  loan earlcHHqerek was furiousSI
”Uhc was cour hus.anp zalling the loanCI
Ratrizia lookep unzomforta.leS ”John saip qerek was .ehinp on yacments anp that yroyertc values along with qerekWs a.ilitc to yac 

hap zhangepS MutSSSI Nhe trailep o“S
”MutCI Jillian yromytep gentlcS
”Mut - wonperep if it was yersonalS qerek oyyosep John on several zounzil votesS John pipnWt take oyyosition wellSI
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”Uas cour hus.anp having anc dnanzial pi?zultiesCI
Ratrizia sti“enepS ”Pertainlc notS ’he .ank is verc suzzessfulSI
Mut Jillian notizep how her eces shiftep when she saip itS Nhe was lcing, or at least not telling the whole truthS
Jason askep a few more 'uestions, .ut Ratrizia zlearlc wantep them to leaveS Es thec stoop to go, Jillian notizep a yhotograyh on the 

mantel 1 John Epler anp Dartin Lletzher, .oth smiling, stanping in front of what lookep like a zonstruztion siteS
”Uhen was this takenCI Jillian askepS
Ratrizia glanzep at itS ”*h, thatWs from *zto.erS Dartin zame to look at yotential sites for the restaurantS ’hat was a lozation thec were 

zonsipering .efore peziping that Aussell 9ammonpWs farm might .e a .etter oytionSI
*zto.erS ’wo months .efore the yu.liz announzementS 9ow long hap this peal .een in the worksC
Es thec walkep .azk to the zar, Jason saip, ”NheWs hiping somethingSI
”E.out the dnanzes,I Jillian agreepS ”Nhe got verc pefensiveSI
”- wonper if EplerWs .ank is in trou.leS ’hat woulp exylain whc heWs so pesyerate to yush through the restaurant peal1heWp make 

monec from the lanp sale anp the zonstruztion loansSI
”Nhoulp we talk to qerek Rritzharp nextCI
Jason noppepS ”Mut letWs gra. lunzh drstS -Wm starvingSI
’he morning fog was .urning o“, yromising a zlear, sunnc afternoon as thec heapep to the pinerS -t was .usc pesyite 1 or yerhays 

.ezause of 1 the murperS Gvercone wantep to talk a.out what hap hayyenepS
Julia, the waitress, greetep them with a tirep smileS ”Prabc times, huhC Uhat zan - get couCI
’hec orperep izep tea anp .urgers, anp while thec waitep, Jillian listenep to the zonversations arounp themS
”HHnever trustep that manHHI
”HHAussell 9ammonp, has to .eHHI
”HHhearp thec founp a weayon zoverep in .loopHHI
”HH.lessing in pisguise, if cou ask meHHI
-t was that last zomment that zaught JillianWs attentionS Nhe glanzep over to see an olper woman at the following ta.le talking to her 

zomyanionS
”E .lessingCI the zomyanion saip, shozkepS
”*h, ponWt look at me like that, DarthaS Bou know as well as - po that John Epler was zrookep as a pogWs hinp legS 9ow manc yeoyle 

pip he hurt with his szhemesC 
”’hat poesnWt mean he peservep to .e murperep2I
”Dac.e notS Mut - zanWt sac -Wm sorrc heWs goneSI
’heir foop arrivep, interruyting the zonversationS ’he .urgers were exzellent 1 qerek Rritzharp might .e a murper susyezt, .ut he 

knew how to zookS
Efter thec dnishep eating, Jason ayyroazhep the kitzhenS qerek Rritzharp stoop at the grill, Ciyying .urgers, his faze set in harp linesS
”DrS RritzharpC Poulp we talk for a momentCI
qerek lookep uy, his exyression warcS ”Jason JensonS - dgurep couWp zome arounp eventuallcSI 9e zallep to a line zook, ”’om, take 

over for a minuteSI
’hec movep to a small o?ze o“ the kitzhen 1 zramyep, dllep with yayerwork anp suyylc orpersS
”- pipnWt kill him,I qerek saip Catlc .efore Jason zoulp even askS ”- wantep to, .ut - pipnWtSI
”Uhere were cou .etween nineHthirtc anp tenHdfteen last nightCI
”Et the gala, like evercone elseS Efter Nonnc yullep me awac from arguing with Epler, - syent time with mc wife anp some frienpsS Ue 

left arounp ten, mac.e a few minutes afterS ’he gala was alreapc winping pownSI
”Pan ancone verifc thatCI
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”Dc wifeS Jazk Rarsons anp his wife 1 we were talking a.out the zounzil meetingS ’om Uaverlc Doinep us for a .itS
Jason mape notesS ”’ell me a.out cour loan situation with EplerSI
qerekWs Daw tightenepS ”’hat son of aHHI 9e zaught himselfS ”John Epler gave me a loan two cears ago to exyanp the pinerS Lixep rate, 

reasona.le termsS ’hen last cear, - oyyosep his boning varianze 1 he wantep to yut in a striy mall near the lake, whizh woulp have ruinep 
the viewS ’he zounzil votep it pownSI

”EnpCI
”Enp suppenlc Epler hap mc yroyertc reHayyraisepS Naip the value hap proyyep signidzantlc, from what -Wp yaip for it to a.out half 

thatS ’hen he zlaimep the loanHtoHvalue ratio mape the loan too riskc anp pemanpep an extra yacment or woulp zall the loanS 9e also hap 
some yhonc looking pozuments zlaiming that mc zrepit worthiness anp a.ilitc to yac the loan hap zhangep allowing him to zharge me 
the extra yacmentsS —ave me ninetc pacs to yac in full or heWp forezloseSI

”’hatWs legalCI Jillian askepS
”-tWs legal, .arelcS 9e hap the right to re'uest a new ayyraisal, .ut - later founp out his ayyraiser was .eing yaip to zome in lowS Gxzeyt 

Epler usep it on ancone who zrossep himS Esk Aussell 9ammonpS Esk half a poben other .usiness owners in this townSIrarelc usepS 
Gxzeyt Epler usep it on ancone who zrossep himS Esk Aussell 9ammonpS Esk half a poben other .usiness owners in this townSI

”No, cou hap motive,I Jason saip 'uietlcS
”Nure pipS Mut -Wm not stuyip enough to kill him at a yu.liz event where evercone saw us arguingS Enp - sure woulpnWt use a murper 

weayon sitting right there in the oyenSI qerek met JasonWs ecesS ”- wantep Epler gone, .ut through legal meansS -Wve .een talking to a 
lawcer a.out dling a zomylaint with the state .anking zommission anp yossi.lc dling suit against Epler anp the .ankS UeWve also szhepulep 
a new yroyertc ayyraisalI

”Uhat pip cou think of the Murger Monanba pealCI
qerek snortepS ”’hought it was tcyizal John EplerHHsazridzing the townWs zharazter for his own yrodtS qip cou know heWs getting 

twentc thousanp as a dnperWs feeC Rlus, heWp hanple all the zonstruztion loansS 9e stoop to make a fortune o“ that pealSI
Jason anp Jillian exzhangep glanzesHHso it was zommon knowlepge that Epler woulp dnanziallc .enedt from this pealS
Efter thec left the piner, Jason saip, ”9is ali.i will .e easc enough to zhezkS Mut heWs rightHHit woulp .e stuyip to kill someone so yu.lizlc 

after threatening themSI
”Dac.e thatWs exaztlc what someone wants us to think,I Jillian saipS ”Lrame qerek or Aussell .c making it look o.viousSI
”Rossi.leS EetWs go see what Nonnc founp out a.out that motel kecSI
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Chapter Four

T he sheri'ts saoainw bos uysv bhew ahev orride.D pecyaies bere crngessiwk edi.ewge ow. aomiwk saoaeEewas os l,,ief ahe anbw 
.iscoagherf ze,.e. go,,s SrnE bnrrie. giaiMewsD "heri' "nwwv Joraiw ,nnme. ,ime he ho.wta s,ecaf his ysyo,,v weoa ywiSnrE ryEc,e.f 

his Soge .robwD
HCosnwD Ci,,iowDH -e bode. aheE iwan his nAgeD HW,nse ahe .nnrDH
Thev soaf ow. "nwwv .rncce. iwan his ghoir biah o heodv sikhD HThis anbw hoswta ho. o Eyr.er iw Snrav?wiwe veorsD Bw. wnb betde kna 

ahis EessDH
HLhoa .i. vny zw. nya ounya ahe Enae, mevRH Cosnw osme.D
H1e,nwks an ahe 9omesi.e Jnanr 9n.kef nya nw —nyae IqD —nnE e,edew hos ueew rewae. Snr ahe cosa Enwah uv o Cnhw "EiahFcoi. 

iw goshf wn xp reVyire.D The .esm g,erm i.ewaize. B.,er os Cnhw "EiahD xa occeors he bos ysiwk ia os ow nAge nr oa ,eosa meeciwk uysiwess 
cocers ahereDH

HW,erm o,sn reEeEuers ownaher kyv Eeeaiwk biah B.,erFEi.?ahiraiesf wige syiaf .rnde o web Wo.i,,ogDH
HThoa gny,. ue Joraiw P,eagherfH Ci,,iow soi.D
"nwwv ,eowe. Snrbor.D HThe 1yrker 1nwowMo kyvRH
H-e .rides o Wo.i,,ogD Bw. iS he ow. B.,er bere Eeeaiwk segrea,vDDDH Ci,,iow ahnykha ounya ahe orkyEewa ahevt. nderheor.D HJovue 

snEeahiwk bewa brnwk biah aheir .eo,DH
Cosnw z,,e. "nwwv iw nw bhoa ahevt. biawesse. oa ahe ko,oFahe orkyEewa ueabeew B.,er ow. P,eagherf ahe ahreoas ounya reayrwiwk 

EnwevD
"nwwv Eo.e wnaesf his e:cressinw kriED H"nf B.,er annm abewav ahnysow. SrnE 1yrker 1nwowMo os o zw.erts SeeD xS ahe .eo, So,,s ahrnykhf 

ahev bowa ia uogmD Thoats EnaideDH
H1ya bny,. o gnrcnroae 3Y reo,,v mi,, snEenwe nder abewav ahnysow.RH Cosnw osme.D
HYenc,e hode mi,,e. Snr o ,na ,essfH "nwwv soi.D HBw. iS P,eagher ahnykha B.,er bos sgoEEiwk hiEf iS ahere bere naher gnEc,igoainws be 

.nwta mwnb ounyaDDDH
-e sann. ow. coge. an his biw.nbD H-erets bhoa be mwnbO Cnhw B.,er cresewae. ahe iEoke nS ueiwk o syggessSy, uowmer biah o scna,ess 

cyu,ig recyaoainwD 1ya cridoae,vf he bos Eowicy,oaiwk ,nowsf aomiwk migmuogmsf ow. ysiwk his cnsiainw an horE ahnse bhn nccnse. hiED 
-e ho. eweEiesf CosnwD —eo, eweEiesf bhn ,nsa aheir hnEesf aheir uysiwessesf aheir ,ide,ihnn.s uegoyse nS hiEDH

H—ysse,, -oEEnw.fH Cosnw soi.D
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H—ysse,, -oEEnw.f perem Yriaghor.f ow. oa ,eosa ahree naher uysiwess nbwers x mwnb nS ore ahe ,oaesa he hos ahreoaewe.D x .nw0a mwnb 
bhere he is nw Endiwk Snrbor. nw ahe ahreoasD ldew snEe nS ahe gnywgi, EeEuers ho. ryw?iws biah hiED Jorkorea Li,,ioEsts hysuow. ho. 
issyes biah o ,now an o.. eVyicEewa an his Ee.igo, crogaigeD TnE Loder,vts SoEi,v iwsyrowge okewgvFCnhwts uowm hn,.s aheir EnrakokesDH

H"nf ho,S ahe anbw ho. EnaidefH Ci,,iow soi.D
Hl:oga,vD Lhigh Eomes ahis gose o wikhaEoreDH "nwwv reayrwe. an his .esmD Hx wee. he,cf CosnwD —eo, he,cD This is uikker ahow Eef ow. 

Snyr .ecyaies gow how.,eDH
HLhoa .n vny wee.RH
"nwwv cy,,e. nya o z,e ow. ncewe. iaD xwsi.e bere uowm saoaeEewasf ,now .ngyEewasf ow. zwowgio, regnr.sD Hx wee. snEenwe bhn gow 

Eome sewse nS ahisD B.,erts urieSgose is Eissiwkf uya ahese uowm regnr.s ow. z,es ore SrnE ahe Enae,D Yrnu,eE isf x .nwta mwnb bhoa xtE 
,nnmiwk oaD These wyEuersf ahese arowsogainwsFx wee. ow oggnywaowaDH

-e ,nnme. oa Ci,,iowD H’nyr urnaher ae,,s Ee vnytre say.viwk oggnywaiwk oa ahe gnEEywiav gn,,ekef ow. ahe bnrm vny .i. nw vnyr 
mi.woccer0s ,e.kers nder ahe syEEer he,ce. ys woi, ahoa goseD -nb ore vnyr unnmmeeciwk owo,vsis smi,,sRH

Ci,,iow Se,a her cy,se VyigmewD Hx .i. nAge EowokeEewa ow. unnmmeeciwk Snr veors iw j,eow.er 1eogh ow. hode ueew .niwk cora?aiEe 
unnmmeeciwk Snr sedero, Eerghowas iw anbwD logh nS ahese hos iwg,y.e. Eomiwk sewse nS credinys .oao an Ende Snrbor.D x 4ysa zwishe. Ev 
seEesaer zwo,s vesaer.ovf sn x hode aiEeDH

H-nbt. vny .nRH
Hx ahiwm x oge. aheEDH
"nwwv sEi,e.f ahe zrsa aiEe siwge ahevt. orride.D HCi,,iowf x mwnb iats o ,na an osmf ow. xt,, yw.ersaow. iS vny sov wnD 1ya x gny,. reo,,v 

yse snEenwe biah vnyr smi,,s an kn ahrnykh ahese regnr.sD 9nnm Snr .isgrecowgiesf ywysyo, arowsogainwsf owvahiwk ahoa Eikha ae,, ys bhoa 
B.,er bos yc anD ’nyt. ue bnrmiwk os o gnwsy,aowa an ahe sheri'ts .ecoraEewaDH

Ci,,iow ,nnme. oa Cosnwf bhn wn..e. ewgnyrokiwk,vD
Hxt,, .n iafH she soi.D HLhew .n x saoraRH
H—ikha wnbf iS vnytre bi,,iwkD xtde sea yc o bnrmscoge iw nyr gnwSerewge rnnED The resa nS ahe z,es ore o,reo.v ahereDH
"nwwv ,e. aheE .nbw ahe ho,, an o sEo,, gnwSerewge rnnED Three un:es nS z,es soa nw ahe aou,ef o,nwk biah uowm saoaeEewasf ,e.kersf 

ow. bhoa ,nnme. ,ime Enwahs nS zwowgio, regnr.sD
Hxtde kna o syucnewo Snr o,, nS ahe uowmts regnr.s ow. B.,ertsf uya x bnwta ue ou,e an kea ahnse ywai, ahe uowm ncews Jnw.ovfH "nwwv 

e:c,oiwe.D Hxt. ,ime an kea o 4yEc nw ahis wnbf ahnykhD "ee bhoa be gow zw.DH
HLhoa e:oga,v oE x ,nnmiwk SnrRH Ci,,iow osme.D
H-nwesa,vR xtE wna syreD xrreky,oriaiesD YoaaerwsD Bwvahiwk ahoa seeEs n'D B.,er bos Eowicy,oaiwk ,nowsFx bowa an mwnb hnb ow. 

hnb .eec ia knesD x bowa an mwnb iS aherets eEueMM,eEewaf Sroy.f owvahiwk griEiwo, be gow crndeDH
BSaer "nwwv ,eSaf Ci,,iow soa .nbw ow. ncewe. ahe zrsa un:D Cosnw cy,,e. yc o ghoir uesi.e herD
H’ny syre ounya ahisRH he osme.D
HYnsiaideD This is e:oga,v bhoa xtde ueew say.viwkD Bw. iS x gow he,c goagh bhneder .i. ahisDDDH "he aroi,e. n'f ahew ,nnme. oa hiE ow. 

saorae. cy,,iwk nya z,esD
The bnrm bos coiwsaomiwkD "he saorae. biah ahe ,now z,es ahoa bere iwg,y.e.f gnEcoriwk ahe nrikiwo, aerEs an ahe gyrrewa saoaeEewasD 

Liahiw ow hnyrf shet. i.ewaize. o coaaerwf ow. cya iw o go,, an Joisie an ghegm her ahenrvD
HCosnwf ,nnm oa ahisfH she soi.f cniwaiwk an o ,now .ngyEewaD HThis is —ysse,, -oEEnw.ts SorE ,nowD xw IqU5f he rezwowge.D The nrikiwo, 

aerEs bere o z:e.?roaef ahirav?veor Enrakoke oa eikha cergewaD 1ya ,nnm oa ahe iwiaio, occroiso,Fabn hyw.re. zSav ahnysow. .n,,ors Snr 
ahe crnceravD Joisie gnwzrEe. ahoa uose. nw naher so,es ahoa veorf ahe crncerav shny,. hode occroise. g,nser an nwe hyw.re. ow. si:av 
ahnysow.D B.,er iw$oae. ahe occroiso, an 4ysaiSv o uikker ,nowf ow. uose. nw -oEEnw.0s gre.ia recnraf he mweb ahe covEewas bny,. goyse 
o hor.shic Snr hiE an recovDH

Hxs ahoa ,eko,RH
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H7na iS he bos uriuiwk occroisers Snr So,se occroiso,sD This veorf bhew ahe crncerav occroise. oa nwe hyw.re. ow. eikhav?zde ahnysow.f 
bhigh Joisie sovs is ann ,nbf he .eEow.e. e:aro covEewa uegoyse nS ahe ,now?an?do,ye roain ow. -oEEnw.0s gre.ia bnrahiwessf ow. 
ahreoaewe. Snreg,nsyre iS ia bosw0a coi.D 1ya ,nnm oa bhew ahe oEew.Eewa bos o..e.Fahree Enwahs oSaer —ysse,, nccnse. B.,er oa o 
gnywgi, Eeeaiwk ounya ahe Mnwiwk doriowge eor,ier ahis veorDH

"he cy,,e. nya ownaher z,eD Hperem Yriaghor.ts .iwer ,nowD "oEe coaaerwD xw$oae. iwiaio, occroiso,D 9nb occroiso, eor,ier ahis veor biah 
ahe soEe .eEow.s nS Enre Enwev nr Snreg,nsyre ow. biahiw o Seb Enwahs nS nccnsiwk hiE nw ahe Mnwiwk doriowgeDH

Cosnw bhisa,e. ,nbD H-e bos ysiwk ahe uowm an cywish his eweEiesDH
HBw. aherets EnreDH Ci,,iow cy,,e. nya o saogm nS crncerav occroiso,s g,icce. an ahe ,now z,esD H9nnm oa aheseD lderv siwk,e cersnw bhn 

nccnse. B.,er hos o regewa crncerav occroiso, shnbiwk aheir crncerav do,yes hode .rncce. sikwizgowa,vD —ysse,,ts SorEf nrikiwo,,v occroise. 
oa abn hyw.re. ahnysow.f is wnb ,isae. oa nwe hyw.re. ahirav ahnysow.D peremts .iwer crncerav is .nbw ahirav cergewaD Jorkorea Li,,ioEsts 
hysuow.ts Ee.igo, nAge uyi,.iwkf .nbw Snrav cergewaDH

"he screo. ahe occroiso,s ogrnss ahe aou,eD HCosnwf o,, nS ahese occroiso,s bere .nwe uv ahe soEe gnEcowvFWnosao, Yrncerav 3o,yoainw 
"erdigesD Bw. ,nnm oa ahe .oaesFahevtre o,, SrnE ahe ,osa si: Enwahsf rikha oSaer eogh cersnw nccnse. B.,er nw ahe gnywgi,DH

H’ny ahiwm ahe occroiso,s ore Sroy.y,ewaRH
Hx ahiwm snEenwe coi. an hode aheE gnEe iw ,nbD Lhew crncerav do,yes .rnc ,ime ahisf ia ghowkes ahe ,now?an?do,ye roainD Thoa Eomes 

ia eosier Snr ahe uowm an g,oiE ahe ,nows ore oa rism ow. go,, aheE iwD Liah ahese web occroiso,sf B.,er gny,. .eEow. iEEe.ioae covEewa 
nr ahreoaew Snreg,nsyreDH

Cosnw ,eowe. uogmf crngessiwk ahisD H"nf he yses iw$oae. occroiso,s an Eome ,orke ,nows ow. cngmeas ahe Seesf ahew bhew cenc,e nccnse 
hiEf he hos aheir crnceraies re?occroise. oa .e$oae. do,yesD Thoa Eomes ahe ,now?an?do,ye roain ,nnm aerriu,ef kidiwk hiE ,eko, krnyw.s an 
go,, ahe ,nows ow. Snrge aheE nyaDH

Hl:oga,vD xats svsaeEoaig ow. go,gy,oae.D xw$oae. occroiso,s bhew Eomiwk ahe ,nowsf .e$oae. occroiso,s bhew go,,iwk aheE iw nr 
.eEow.iwk web aerEsD The sheri' wee.s an ,nnm iwan ahis crncerav do,yoainw gnEcowvD This iswta 4ysa o kree.v uowmerFahis is snEenwe 
.esarnviwk cenc,ets ,ides .e,iueroae,vDH

"he ayrwe. uogm an ahe zwowgio, saoaeEewasf ow. bhoa she Snyw. we:a Eo.e her sanEogh ayrwD
Hjh wnfH she bhiscere.D
HLhoa is iaRH
HThe uowmts ,e.kerDH "he cniwae. an gn,yEws nS wyEuersD HBsi.e SrnE sciaef x ahiwm x see bhv hos ueew sn Enaidoae. an ghowke aerEs 

Snr Enre EnwevD These biah.robo,sF,orke nwesf kniwk uogm EnwahsD 9nnmf herets zSav ahnysow. iw 7ndeEuerf ahirav ahnysow. iw 
jganuerf Snrav?zde ahnysow. iw "ecaeEuerDH "he $icce. ahrnykh Enre cokesD HCosnwf ahere ore nder abn hyw.re. ahnysow. iw ywe:c,oiwe. 
biah.robo,s SrnE gysanEer oggnywasDH

HlEueMM,eEewaRH
H’es uya ,nnm oa bhere ia bewaDH "he aroge. ahe Enwev aroi, ahrnykh ahe saoaeEewasD H-e bos ysiwk gysanEer Syw.s an gnder Soi,iwk ,nowsD 

These ,nows herefHFshe aocce. o segainw nS ahe ,e.kerFHahev shny,. hode ueew briaaew n' os ,nsses Enwahs oknD 1ya he meca aheE nw 
ahe unnms os cerSnrEiwk osseas ow. yse. san,ew Enwev an Eome ia ,nnm ,ime ahev bere ueiwk coi.D 9nnms ,ime ahe ,nows bere nw Soi,iwk 
gnEEergio, crnceraies ,ngoae. iw weoruv gnywaiesDH

HLhv bny,. he .n ahoaRH
H1egoyse iS he brnae aheE n'f ahe uowm e:oEiwers bny,. see ahe ,nssesD 1ose. nw ahe ahe siMe nS ahese ,nssesf ahe uowm bny,. ue iwsn,dewaD 

-et. ,nse edervahiwkDH Ci,,iowts how.s shnnm os she snrae. ahrnykh Enre .ngyEewasD HThis uowm is uowmrycaf CosnwD The nw,v ahiwk meeciwk 
ia o$noa is ahe Enwev B.,er bos saeo,iwk SrnE his gysanEers an gnder ahe uo. .euasDH

"he Snyw. Enre edi.ewge os she .yk .eecerFgysanEer oggnywas biah ywe:c,oiwe. biah.robo,sf ,nows ahoa shny,. hode .eSoy,ae. uya 
shnbe. reky,or covEewasf o,, nS ia he,. ankeaher uv B.,erts iwgreosiwk,v .esceroae Sroy.D

I“
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HThoats bhv he wee.e. ahe 1yrker 1nwowMo .eo,fH Cosnw soi. s,nb,vD HYrnza SrnE ahe ,ow. so,ef ahe gnwsarygainw ,nowsFia bny,. iw4ega 
reo, Enwev iwan ahe uowmD -e gny,. gnder his arogmsf cov uogm bhoa he san,ef ow. wn nwe bny,. eder mwnbDH

Hl:geca snEenwe .i. mwnbDH Ci,,iow cy,,e. nya o how.briaaew wnae nw B.,erts cersnwo, ,eaaerheo.D H9nnm oa ahisDH
HJFLire. ahe o..iainwo, 6“5F an vnyr oggnywa os okree.D Feec ahe iwsceganr Vyiea ywai, oSaer 7eb ’eortsD jwge ahe .eo, g,nsesf bet,, 

g,eow yc ahe cocerbnrmD FCH
HJ gny,. ue Joraiw P,eagherfH Cosnw soi.D
HPiSav ahnysow. .n,,ors an meec ow iwsceganr VyieaR Lhoa iwsceganrRH
HThev hodew0a urnmew krnyw. sn o,, x gow ahiwm is Eovue ahe 1yrker 1nwowMo gnEcowv hos ownaher siae iwsceganr ahow Joraiw P,eagherD 

xS ahe 1yrker 1nwowMo siae ho. crnu,eEsf ia gny,. mi,, ahe .eo,DH 
Cosnw soi.f nr bhoa iS ahe iwsceganr bos snEenwe iwdn,de. biah ahe uowm bhn Snyw. nya bhoa B.,er bos yc an ow. bos uriuiwk hiED 

Jovue ia ho. wnahiwk an .n biah P,eagherD Le wee. an shnb ahis an "nwwvDH
Ci,,iow koahere. her wnaesD H9nnm oa bhoa be hodeD B.,er bos uowmrycaf saeo,iwk SrnE gysanEers an saov o$noaD -e bos Eowicy,oaiwk ,nows 

ow. coviwk Snr Sroy.y,ewa occroiso,s an Snrge cenc,e n' aheir ,ow.D Bsi.e SrnE uriuiwk occroisersf ia ,nnms ,ime he bos ueiwk u,ogmEoi,e.f 
cnssiu,v uv P,eagherD Bw. iS ahe 1yrker 1nwowMo .eo, Se,, ahrnykhf edervahiwk bny,. gnEe groshiwk .nbwD -et. ,nse ahe uowmf kn an crisnwf 
,nse edervahiwkDH

HThoats o ,na nS Enaide Snr Eyr.erfH Cosnw soi. Vyiea,vD HPnr owvnwe bhn zkyre. nya his sgheEe ow. Snr ahe digaiEs nS his cre.oanrv 
,now crogaigesDH

HLhoa ounya Yoarigio B.,erRH Ci,,iow o..e.D HLe ahnykha she bos ,viwk ounya aheir zwowgio,sD xS she Snyw. nyaf ia gny,. kide her EnaideD 
Le0. wee. an e:oEiwe aheir 4niwa zwowges g,nser an see iS ahere bos secoroae Enwev SrnE her SoEi,v nr naher iwdesaEewasDG

1eSnre ahev gny,. gnwaiwyef Cywinrf ahe sheri'0s snw bhn bos nwe nS ahe .ecyaiesf saygm his heo. iwD HCosnwR The sheri' bowas vnyD Le 
Snyw. snEeahiwk oa —ysse,, -oEEnw.ts SorEDH

Thev hyrrie. an "nwwvts nAgeD The sheri' sann. oa his .esmf his e:cressinw krodef hn,.iwk ow edi.ewge uokD
xwsi.e ahe uok bos o bnrw ,eoaher bo,,eaD
HLe Snyw. ahis iw -oEEnw.ts uorwfH "nwwv soi. Vyiea,vD H-i..ew yw.er o aorc iw ahe uogm gnrwerD 9ime ahe Eyr.er beocnwf ia ho. 

ueew bice. g,eow nS criwasDH
Cosnw annm ahe uokD Cnhw B.,erts .riderts ,igewse bos disiu,e ahrnykh ahe g,eor c,osaig biw.nbD -e ncewe. ahe edi.ewge uok goreSy,,vFahe 

bo,,ea bos eEcav e:geca Snr o Seb regeicas ow. o chnan nS YoarigioD
HJrsD B.,er soi. he o,bovs meca oa ,eosa zde hyw.re. .n,,ors iw gosh nw hiEfH "nwwv soi.D
H"n Eovue -oEEnw. bos arviwk an kea uogm o cora nS bhoa he ahnykha B.,er nbe. hiEfH Cosnw Eyse.D HTomes ahe goshf krous ahe 

urieSgosef hnciwk Snr snEeahiwk do,you,eDDDH
HThew bhv meec ahe bo,,eaRH Ci,,iow osme.D HBw. bherets ahe urieSgoseR Lhv bny,. he cigm .i'erewa hi.iwk c,ogesRH
Cosnw wn..e. s,nb,vD HThoa .neswta Eome sewseD Lhv wna uyrw ahe bo,,ea nr .yEc ia iw ahe ,omeRH
Hjr Eovue snEenwe c,owae. iafH Ci,,iow soi.D
1nah Eew ,nnme. oa herD
Ci,,iow bo,me. an ahe bhiaeunor. ow. krouue. o EormerD HLe hode an gnwsi.er —ysse,, -oEEnw.f Joraiw P,eagherf perem Yriaghor.f 

ow. Yoarigio B.,er os syscegasfG she soi. ,isaiwk eogh woEe nw ahe unor.D H—ysse,, ow. perem ore o,Ensa ann nudinys uegoyse nS aheir derv 
cyu,ig zkhas biah B.,erD Joraiw P,eagher orkye. ow. ahreoaewe. B.,er oa ahe ko,of ow. Yoarigio bos .ezwiae,v hi.iwk snEeahiwk ounya 
aheir zwowges bhew be iwaerdiebe. her EnrwiwkDG

HBw. iS owv nS ahe naher ahree bere ahe mi,,erf SroEiwk —ysse,, Eomes sewsefG Cosnw o..e.D Hxats ann cerSegaD x ahiwm snEenwe Eov ue 
SroEiwk hiEDH

"nwwv soa .nbw heodi,vD H"n be wee. an aome o g,nser ,nnm oa Yoarigio B.,er ow. Eovue edew peremf 1ya hnb bny,. P,eagher mwnb ounya 
—ysse,, -oEEnw.f naher ahow ahe nyauyrsa oa ahe gnywgi, EeeaiwkR Los ahoa ewnykh mwnb,e.ke an SroEe hiERH

II
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HB.,er an,. hiEfH Ci,,iow soi.D H—eEeEuer bhoa be nderheor. oa ahe ko,oR B.,er soi. he ho. ,ederoke biah ahe -oEEnw. SorE siayoainwD 
-e bos Snrgiwk —ysse,, n' his crncerav an segyre ia Snr ahe 1yrker 1nwowMo ,ngoainwD P,eagher mweb o,, ounya iaDH

H"nf P,eagher mi,,s B.,erf c,owas edi.ewge oa -oEEnw.ts SorEf ow. SroEes hiE Snr Eyr.erfH Cosnw soi. s,nb,vD H-e keas ri. nS snEenwe 
bhn gny,. e:cnse his uriuerv sgheEe ow. Eomes syre snEenwe e,se aomes ahe u,oEeDH

Hjrf Yoarigio B.,er Snyw. nya ahoa B.,er ho. uowmrycae. aheE sn she mi,,e. hiE ow. cniwae. ahe edi.ewge an —ysse,,fG Ci,,iow soi.D
H1ya be gowta crnde bhigh nS aheE .i. iafH "nwwv soi.D HLe hode o ahenriesf uya wn hor. edi.ewge ,iwmiwk eiaher an ahe Eyr.erDH
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Chapter Five

I t was around six-thirty on Saturday evening when Deputy Junior knocked on the sheri’,s olce door where Jasonf Jimmianf and Sonny 
were stimm reviewing the Pnanciam records Mro. the .otem roo. trying to Pnd somid evidence against either “atricia or ?artinT

jSheri’” bhree madies are here to see youT bhey say they Bust witnessed so.ething suspicious at the makef during sunsetTW
Sonny mooked up sharpmyT jSend the. inTW
bhe three wo.en who entered were cmearmy mongti.e Mriendsf proHaHmy in their eightiesf .oving with the careMum dignity oM those who,d 

mived mongf Mumm mivesT —ut there was an urgency aHout the.f a qush on their cheeks as though they,d hurriedT bhe tammest oM the threef with 
simver hair swept into an emegant Hunf spoke PrstT

jSheri’ bho.psonf I,. —eatrice ?ontgo.eryT bhis is Dorothea Aimmia.s and ?immicent RayesT Ae,ve Bust co.e Mro. .y ho.e across 
the makeT Ae saw so.ethingEso.eoneEat the shoreminef and we thought you shoumd know i..ediatemyTW

Sonny stood NuickmyT j“measef sitT bemm .e what you sawTW
bhe madies settmed into chairsf smightmy HreathmessT jbhe three oM us mive in what used to He .y Ma.imy ho.e on the east shore oM the 

makefW —eatrice expmainedT j?y son converted it into Mour condo.iniu.s aHout ten years agoT Ae amm mive in the Huimding and .eet on .y 
second-qoor porch every aMternoon around Mour-thirty to watch the sunsetTW

jAe,re terriHme gossipsfW Dorothea added with a smight s.imeT jAe watch the wormd go Hy and discuss the day,s eventsT —ut tonightf we 
saw so.ething unusuamTW

jAhat did you see”W Sonny askedf meaning Morward intentmyT
jz wo.anfW ?immicent saidT jDown Hy the shoremine on the Mar side oM the makef near where the park .eets the woodsT 1ight around six 

o,cmockf Bust as the sun was settingTW
jShe was searching Mor so.ethingfW —eatrice continuedT jAamking Hack and Morth among the shoref Hending down to mook at the waterT 

bhenEand this is what reammy caught our attentionEshe took o’ her coat and maid it on the Hank and then waded right into the makeTW
jInto the make”W Jason askedT jbhe water,s got to He in the mow sixties this ti.e oM yearTW
j9xactmyfW Dorothea saidT jCot MreeYingf Hut certainmy comd enough that no one woumd wade in without a very good reasonT She went 

in up to her kneesf perhaps deeperf reaching down into the waterf searching Mor so.ethingT She was Nuite .ethodicam aHout itf .oving 
smowmyf Meeming aroundTW

jznd when she Pnished”W Sonny pro.ptedT
jShe ca.e Hack outf picked up her coatf put it Hack onf and meMtfW ?immicent saidT jbhe whome thing took perhaps ten or PMteen .inutesTW

O…
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jGoumd you identiMy her”W Sonny askedT jDid you see her Mace”W
bhe three madies exchanged gmancesT jbhe might was MadingfW —eatrice said careMummyT j—ut she was wemm-dressedT z dark coatf nice cmothingT 

znd so.ething aHout her0W
jShe .oved mike so.eone Mro. townfW ?immicent saidT jCot a strangerT So.eone who knew exactmy where she was goingTW
jAe,ve mived here our whome mivesfW Dorothea addedT jFou get a sense oM peopmef even Mro. a distanceT bhis was so.eone mocamf so.eone 

who Hemonged hereTW
jRow mong was she there”W Jason askedT
jben .inutesf perhaps PMteenfW —eatrice saidT jShe was Nuite deter.inedf searching the water .ethodicammyT bhen she see.ed to give 

up and wamked Hack toward the parking areaTW
jbhis was tonightT Just now”W Sonny conPr.edT
jAithin the mast hamM hourfW ?immicent said Pr.myT jAe saw herf discussed it Mor a .o.entf and —eatrice said we shoumd co.e directmy to 

youT <iven what happened to ?rT zdmer mast nightf and the mocation Heing so cmose to where he was kimmed0 wemmf it see.ed suspiciousTW
Sonny mooked at Jason and JimmianT bhey were amm thinking the sa.e thingT
jGan you descriHe what she was wearing .ore speciPcammy”W Jimmian askedT
jz dark coatEHmack or navyfW Dorothea saidT j—emow the knee mengthT znd she had a scarMT It mooked expensiveT bhat,s why we noticed 

when she took the coat o’ HeMore going in the waterEit was cmearmy too nice a coat to get wetTW
jShe was careMum aHout itfW —eatrice addedT j=omded it and set it on the Hank HeMore wading inT bhenf when she ca.e outf she shook the 

water o’ her megs as Hest she coumd and put the coat and scarM Hack on and wamked o’TW
jDid you notice anything she .ight have Heen carrying” z pursef a Hag”W
jCofW —eatrice saidT jRer hands were e.ptyTW
zMter taking down detaimed descriptions and contact inMor.ationf Sonny thanked the. proMusemyT jFou did exactmy the right thing 

co.ing here i..ediatemyT bhis is very hempMumTW
zMter showing the. outf he returned to Pnd Jason and Jimmian amready on their MeetT
j“atricia zdmerfW Jimmian saidT
jRas to HefW Jason agreedT jDark coatf expensive cmothingf mocam wo.anT znd she,s searching the water Mor so.ethingTW
jbhe HrieMcasefW Sonny saidT j?ayHe she threw it in the make mast night aMter kimming hi.T Cow she,s co.e Hack to try to retrieve itTW
j—ecause we Mound the Pnanciam records in the .otem roo. todayfW Jimmian reamiYedT jAord .ight have gotten Hack to herT She knows 

we,re investigating John,s cri.esT She,s desperate to Pnd that HrieMcase HeMore we doEit .ust have .ore evidence in itTW
Sonny was amready reaching Mor his radioT jI,. sending deputies to that area right nowT IM she,s stimm there or co.es HackEW
jznd I,. camming in that dive tea. Prst thing to.orrow .orningfW he addedT jIM “atricia zdmer wants that HrieMcase Hadmy enough to 

go into a comd make Mor itf we need to Pnd it HeMore she doesTW
Jason mooked at the Pnanciam records spread across the deskT jShe kimmed hi. Hecause oM thisT —ecause he destroyed their mives with his 

cri.esT znd now she,s trying to destroy the evidenceTW
jI need to take another mook at Hoth “atricia zdmer and ?artin =metcherfW Sonny saidT jI think the truth is in here so.ewhereTW

>?



Chapter Six

T he dive team arrived Sunday morning and found the briefcase exactly where the three ladies had described seeing someone wade 
into the water—about ,fty yards from shorek weighted down with roc.sI

-nsidek waterJdamaged but still legiblek was Aohn ’dlerps Personal ledger—a handwritten record detailing every dollar hepd stolen from 
the ban. over the Past two yearsk comPlete with dates and account numbersI There were also several letters hepd aPParently drafted but 
never sentk including one to “atricia that begank …-f youpre reading thisk -pm either dead or in Prison”H

…We .new it was all going to come crashing downkH Aillian saidk carefully examining the soggy PagesI …This ledger is his insurance PolicyI 
“roof of exactly what hepd donek in his own handwritingIH

…’nd “atricia wanted it destroyedkH Aason saidI …Thatps why she went bac. Saturday night trying to ,nd itI qith this ledger and the 
,les from the motel roomk thereps no way to hide what Aohn didIH

Sonny carefully bagged the evidenceI …The handwriting matches the documents we found in the motel roomI This connects everyJ
thingIH

…The three ladies saw herkH Aillian said BuietlyI …They saw her in the waterk searchingI She threw the briefcase in after .illing himk then 
Panic.ed and came bac. to try to retrieve itI 2ut it was too dar.k and she couldnpt ,nd itIH

…She .new wepd eventually discover the ,nancial crimeskH Aason addedI …2ut she was hoPing to control what evidence survivedI qithout 
this ledgerk she might have been able to claim ignorancek that she didnpt .now the extent of what Aohn was doingIH

…Time to bring her inkH Sonny saidI

1-





Chapter Seven

P atricia Adler answered the door in the same black dress, but her eyes were clear now, her posture degant rather than vrie.inv“

STheriI ’hompson“ x”.e been efpectinv you“-
The led them to the ;ormal sittinv room, but this time she didn”t oIer coIee“ The sat in a hivhYbacked chairq her hands ;olded in her lap“
SWou ;ound the brie;case,- she said“ xt wasn”t a ?uestion“
Sze did“ xn the lake“ zhere you threw it“-
Szhy don”t you tell us what happenedJ- Tonny said vently“
Patricia was ?uiet ;or a lonv moment“ zhen she spoke, her .oice was steady, almost eerily calm“
Sx ;ound out about the embeBBlement sif months avo“ —ohn thouvht he was so cle.er, keepinv his secret oRce at that motel“ …ut x 

;ollowed him one day“ x saw the gles“ x understood what he”d doneHwhat he”d done to us, to our ;amily, to our ;uture“-
Szhy didn”t you report himJ- —ason asked“
Sjeport himJ- Patricia lauvhed bitterly“ SAnd destroy my own li;eJ …ecome the wi;e o; a criminalJ zatch e.erythinv we”d built vet 

torn apart in publicJ x couldn”t do that“ x thouvhtN x thouvht maybe he could gf it“ Ce kept promisinv me the …urver …onanBa deal 
would sol.e e.erythinv, that he Dust needed a ;ew more months“-

S…ut it wasn”t voinv to sol.e anythinv,- —illian said“
S2o“ A;ter the council meetinv, x ;ound e.idence that he had votten too deep“ ze weren”t Dust in debtHwe were ruined“ 3ompletely, 

utterly ruined“ And the …urver …onanBa money wouldn”t e.en make a dent in what he owed“-
Cer composure cracked slivhtly“ SMo you know what it”s like to realiBe your entire li;e is built on liesJ ’hat the man you”.e spent thirty 

years with has destroyed e.erythinvJ-
STo, you decided to kill him,- Tonny said“
Sx decided x couldn”t li.e like that anymore“ x couldn”t ;ace the shame, the scandal, the po.erty that was cominv“ At the vala, x con;ronted 

him behind the bandshell“ x told him x knew e.erythinv, that x was voinv to lea.e him, that he could deal with his crimes alone“-
The looked up, her eyes hard“ SCe lauvhed at me“ Taid x was Dust as culpable as he was, that x”d not only enDoyed spendinv the money 

he”d stolen, but x had sivned the Doint taf returns“ Ce said i; he went down, x was voinv down with him“-
STo, you hit him“-

EO
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S’here was one o; those decorati.e nutcrackers nearbyHyou know, the larve castYiron ones they”d put up around the ;esti.al“ xt was 
Dust sittinv there on the side o; the bandshell“ x picked it up“ x didn”t plan it, TheriI“ x DustN x was so anvry“ To betrayed“ ’hirty years o; my 
li;e, and he was lauvhinv at me“-

The closed her eyes“ Sx hit him once“ Ce ;ell“ And then x realiBed what x”d done, and x hit him avain, to make sure“ x couldn”t vo back“ 
’here was no voinv back“-

’he room was silent“
S’he brie;case,- —ason prompted“
Sxt was rivht there“ —ohn always had it with himHhis precious brie;case with all his records, his schemes, his lies“ A;ter xN a;ter he ;ell, x 

realiBed it was sittinv there, and x suspected what was in it“ x put rocks in it to weivh it down and dropped it in the lake, hopinv to reclaim 
it later“-

The paused, her hands tremblinv slivhtly“ SA;ter you .isited me this morninv,- she said lookinv ;rom —ason to —illian, Sx kept thinkinv 
about it“ zhat i; someone ;ound itJ zhat i; it washed upJ x heard you”d been to the motel, that you”d ;ound —ohn”s gles“ x knew you were 
in.estivatinv his crimes“ x had to gnd that brie;case, had to destroy it“ To, x went back durinv sunset when x could see“ x took oI my coatHx 
didn”t want to ruin itHand x waded into the water, searchinv, but x couldn”t gnd it“ ’he water was so cold, and x couldn”t remember 
efactly where x”d thrown it in the dark“-

S’hree women saw you,- Tonny said ?uietly“ S4rom across the lake“ ’hey saw you searchinv in the water“ ’hey came straivht here to 
report it“-

Patricia”s ;ace went pale, but she va.e a bitter lauvh“ S’hose busybodies with their sunset porch“ x should ha.e known“ ’hey see 
e.erythinv ;rom up there, don”t theyJ Always watchinv, always vossipinv“- The looked up at them“ S’hat”s when you knew it was me“-

Szhat about the 3hristmas cardJ- Tonny asked“ S’he one ;ound under his body“ =Wou”ll ne.er vet away with this“”-
Patricia smiled vrimly“ Sx”d written that to put in his oRce desk“ x was planninv to lea.e him, you see“ >ea.e him and make sure e.eryone 

knew what he”d done“ …ut when x killed him, the card must ha.e ;allen out o; my purse“ 4ittinv, isn”t itJ-
SFrs“ Adler,- Tonny said ;ormally, Sx”m arrestinv you ;or the murder o; —ohn Adler“ Wou ha.e the rivht to remain silentN-
As he recited her rivhts, Patricia sat per;ectly still, that same sad smile on her ;ace“
SWou know what the worst part isJ- she said so;tly“ Sx don”t e.en revret it“ Ce destroyed us lonv be;ore x picked up that nutcracker“ x 

Dust gnished what he started“-
’he neft day, Patricia Adler was ;ormally charved with secondYdevree murder“ Cer lawyer was already talkinv about a de;ense based 

on temporary insanity and years o; gnancial abuse“
Fartin 4letcher, when reached at …urver …onanBa head?uarters, efpressed shock and sadness o.er Adler”s death and withdrew the 

company”s proposal ;or Poe >akes“ Sze want no association with this travic situation,- his statement read“
’he town o; Poe >akes bevan the diRcult process o; untanvlinv —ohn Adler”s gnancial crimes“ zith Patricia”s cooperation, in.estivators 

traced the embeBBled ;unds throuvh .arious accounts“ Tome money was reco.ered, thouvh much had been lost in the bad in.estments 
that had started the whole desperate scheme“

’he bank was placed under ;ederal o.ersivht“ Te.eral o; the manipulated loans, includinv Merek Pritchard”s diner and jussell 
Cammond”s ;arm, were renevotiated under ;air terms“

And slowly, pain;ully, the community bevan to heal“

E?



Epilogue

C hristmas Eve, 1976

Jillian stood in the kitchen of their cottage, frosting sugar cookies with Cat, Louise, and Maisie. Evelyn, Sherip Sonny Martins 
wife, was making hot cocoa, and from the living room came the sound of Jason and Sonny laughing over some funny asTects of cases they 
had solved.

Bhe radio Tlayed bing Cros’y“s W”hite Christmas,— and outside, the temTerature had droTTed into the forties D Terfect sweater 
weather, as Maisie had Tredicted.

WBo Jason and Jillian cracking another case,— Cat said, raising her mug of cocoa.
W:on“t forget Maisie“s helT sorting accurate TroTerty values,— Jillian added.
but as she siTTed her cocoa and looked around at the faces of her friends, she felt something she hadn“t felt in a long timeP contentment. 

She had found her Tlace here in Aoe Lakes, discovered her TurTose. Bhe accounting work she had done on the Hdler case had Troven to 
her she was good at this D Inding Tatterns, uncovering truths hidden in num’ers.

Sherip Sonny had asked her to ’e availa’le to consult when they needed her skills again. W”e could use someone with your skills,— he“d 
said. Hnd she acceTted.

Jason had found Teace here, too. -is Aq ’usiness was growing, and his relationshiT with Maisie was deeTening. Bhe ghosts that had 
haunted himDEmily“s unsolved murder, the weight of Trotecting JillianYYwere ’eginning to juiet.

Bhrough the window, Jillian watched the evening settle over Aoe Lakes. Bhe twinkling lights along Main Street reOected op the lake“s 
dark water. She thought a’out beatrice Montgomery and her friends, watching the world from their Torch, witnesses to ’oth ’eauty and 
tragedy.

Wqt“s ’eautiful,— Maisie said, coming to stand ’eside her.
W?es,— Jillian agreed. Wqt really is.—
She thought a’out John and Aatricia Hdler, a’out desTeration and ’etrayal and the darkness that could hide even in a small town. but 

she also thought a’out the TeoTle who had gathered to solve the crime, to Trotect their community, to seek 2ustice.
5utside, the church ’ells ’egan to ring, calling TeoTle to Christmas Eve service.
WShould we goR— Jason asked.
Bhey ’undled uT in coats and scarves and walked together through the crisT evening air, 2oining the stream of neigh’ors heading 

towards Church Street.
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Aoe Lakes was home now. xeally home.
Hnd as Jillian walked ’etween her ’rother and her friends, she knew that this was 2ust the ’eginning. Bhere would ’e other cases, other 

mysteries, other crimes to solve.
but tonight was for Teace. >or the community. >or Christmas.
Bhe church doors oTened, sTilling warm light and music into the cold night air.
Hnd Jillian Jenson walked inside, ready for whatever came ne?t.
B-E E=:
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Author’s Note

T hank you so much for reading this book and joining the Poe Lakes community. If you liked the story, please leave a rating and review 
on Amazon or Goodreads. It helps others Cnd new books and authors that they enjoy.

To stay in touch, please join my email list at FameyFarson.com and visit the site blog for more background, new stories, and recipes. 
Sree short stories are also available on the website.

About the Author

Famey Farson writes cozy mysteries set among the lakes, springs, and pine forests of north central Slorida. ’he invites you to step into 
what seems like simpler times in small towns where everyone knows everyonexs business, and they are willing to lend a hand.

In Poe Lakes, mysteries surround everything from casserole competitions to barbecues, football fandom, and Cshing, so curl up with 
a cozy and see what happened in the neEt adventure.

Sor more information about Famey Farson, visit FameyFarson.com and join the mailing list to get bonus Poe Lakes lore and never 
miss a new release.

Foming 2arly 060– N ’uds M ’ubs the Crst in the main Poe Lakes -ystery ’eries

Welcome to Poe Lakes

Poe Lakes is a Cctional, smallHtown set in north central Slorida where ’outhern 'ospitality reigns supreme, gossip spreads faster than a 
charging gator, and recipes are a ’outhern lady7s favorite currency bartered for favors, traded for stories, and treasured like the familyxs 
sterling.

Pull up a rocking chair on the porch at the inn and join the fun, knowing that in this town, everyone will pass by you on -ain ’treet 
at some point, and every secretNlike a good casseroleNbubbles up, eventually.

About this Book
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Like Grasping for Vreadcrumbs, A qery -erry -urder is a preJuel to the upcoming modernHday Poe Lakes -ystery ’eries launching early 
in 060–.

Sor the background of how 3ason and 3illian came to Poe Lakes, read Grasping for Vreadcrumbs.

About the Upcoming Series

The series takes place in the present day and follows the story of ’ummer Lewis, who at 9W inherits everything from an aunt she never 
knew eEisted. 1hen the will is contested, and the man who contests it is murdered on the steps of the laundromat she inherited, she must 
solve the mystery to make sure she isnxt the one charged with the crime.

Rouxll Cnd many of the characters from Grasping for Vreadcrumbs and A qery -erry -urder in the modernHday stories, so keep reading 
to learn more about how their lives progress between 5WY– and 0608.
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About the Author - Camey Carson

C amey Carson writes cozy mysteries set among the lakes, springs, and pine forests of north central Florida. She invites you to step 
into what seems like simpler times in small towns where everyone knows everyone’s business, and they are willing to lend a hand.

In Poe Lakes, mysteries surround everything from casserole competitions to barbecues, football fandom, and xshing, so curl up with 
a cozy and see what happened in the nejt adventure.

For more information about Camey Carson, visit CameyCarson.com and Eoin the mailing list to get bonus Poe Lakes lore and never 
miss a new release.

Coming 2arly 060– N Suds M Subs the xrst in the main Poe Lakes 9ystery Series
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Welcome to Poe Lakes, Florida

P oe Lakes is a ctniola,m s-a,,wnorl sen il lohnF telnha, d,ohiSa rFehe uoHnFehl posyina,ing heifls sHyhe-em fossiy syheaSs 'asneh nFal 
a tFahfilf fanohm alS hetiyes ahe a uoHnFehl ,aSgvs 'abohine tHhheltg ’ahneheS 'oh 'abohsm nhaSeS 'oh snohiesm alS nheasHheS ,ike nFe 

'a-i,g.s sneh,ilfj
PH,, Hy a hotkilf tFaih ol nFe yohtF an nFe ill alS Moil nFe 'Hlm klorilf nFan il nFis norlm ebehgole ri,, yass ’g goH ol –ail unheen 

an so-e yoilnm alS ebehg sethenA,ike a fooS tasseho,eA’H’’,es Hym ebelnHa,,gj
B’oHn nFis Gook
Like Vhasyilf 'oh GheaSthH-’sm B qehg –ehhg –HhSeh is a yhe2He, no nFe Hyto-ilf -oSehlwSag Poe Lakes –gsnehg uehies ,aHltFilf 

eah,g il 060Jj
doh nFe ’atkfhoHlS o' For Uasol alS Ui,,ial ta-e no Poe Lakesm heaS Vhasyilf 'oh GheaSthH-’sj
B’oHn nFe Tyto-ilf uehies
3Fe sehies nakes y,ate il nFe yheseln Sag alS 'o,,ors nFe snohg o' uH--eh Lerism rFo an 9x ilFehins ebehgnFilf 'ho- al aHln sFe lebeh 

kler eWisneSj YFel nFe ri,, is tolnesneSm alS nFe -al rFo tolnesns in is -HhSeheS ol nFe sneys o' nFe ,aHlSho-an sFe ilFehineSm sFe -Hsn 
so,be nFe -gsnehg no -ake sHhe sFe isl.n nFe ole tFahfeS rinF nFe thi-ej

1oH.,, clS -alg o' nFe tFahatnehs 'ho- Vhasyilf 'oh GheaSthH-’s alS B qehg –ehhg –HhSeh il nFe -oSehlwSag snohiesm so keey heaSilf 
no ,eahl -ohe a’oHn For nFeih ,ibes yhofhess ’enreel 7x5J alS 0608j
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Coming Soon to Poe Lakes

I t's December 1976, and John Adler, owner of First Lakes Bank, is a man who seems to have everything: a beautiful family, plenty of 
money, and more enemies than you can shake a stick at. When the banker is murdered at the Jingle and Jubilee Christmas Gala, local 

P.I. Jason Jenson works to solve the only murder in Poe Lakes since 1927. He and SheriM Sonny ’artin must trust each other to solve a 
case in which the sheriM has the authority to get things done, and Jason can track clues using inside information that others donjt share 
with Sonny.

For bonuses and a chance to help form Poe Lakes Lore, Voin the Poe Lakes Porch Sitters, my email community, where I share legends, 
lore, and recipes galore, along with all the gossip 3t to print around Poe Lakes.

3isit CameyCarson.com and sign up today.
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